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Projects and Campaigns 
On behalf of the Berlin Senate, Berlin Partner promotes the capital worldwide with the help  
of the be Berlin city marketing campaign and the slogan „the place to be.“ 

Events that showcase Berlin on a national level include the Berliner Rede (a speech given 
annually by Germany’s Federal President), the Berlin Master Chefs Gala, the Mayor of Berlin’s 
Courtyard Festival and the Berliner Bühnenwochen theater festival. All of these events have 
the goal of positioning and strengthening Berlin’s international image as a leading capital 
city, as a decision-making center and as a business location with tremendous innovative 
potential. The “Business Needs Science” series brings together scientists and entrepreneurs 
and showcases successful collaborative projects between the two groups.

Berlin Online
Information about our services for investors, entrepreneurs and partners is available online 
at www.berlin-partner.de.

A database of Berlin events and an overview of important dates in the business, science, 
cultural and sporting community can be found at www.berlin-partner.de / berlinkalender.
The www.be.berlin.de Internet portal features all of the events, stories and images  
involved in the be Berlin capital city marketing campaign, which is organized and carried  
out by Berlin Partner.
The central platform covering business and science in Berlin is our online portal  
www.berlin-sciences.com, the goal of which is to enhance exchange among companies and 
research institutes and to strengthen Berlin’s capacity to compete on an international level. 

Berlin Business Welcome Package
Test Berlin for 3 months starting at €2,400 + VAT! You will receive a fully equipped office,  
a furnished apartment, a public transport pass and regional market consulting services.

Berlin Business Financing Package
Our team will find the best funding and financing solutions for your business. We will assess 
all funding criteria and accompany you to meetings with financing and technology partners.

Berlin Business Locating Package
With the help of our real estate portal, our team of experts will find the most ideal property 
for your company. We will organize location tours and support you all the way up to the 
conclusion of a rental agreement or purchase contract. Visit our real estate portal for more 
information now!

Berlin Business Recruiting Package
Our team will assist you in the recruitment of qualified employees. Our services range from 
initial job advertisement to the organization of assessment centers and the acquisition of 
financial support for customized on-the-job training.

www.berlin-partner.de/servicepackages

Newsletter
Berlin Business News is a monthly newsletter containing a selection of news from the Berlin 
business world presented in a comprehensive manner according to the city’s key industries: 
healthcare, media, ICT, creative industries, industry/clean technologies and services.

The Unternehmensservice aktuell newsletter provides an overview of current projects in 
Berlin. It also showcases best-practice examples from Berlin-based companies and details the 
concrete offerings of participating service partners. 

Berlin Worldwide News informs Berlin-based companies on events, workshops, seminars and 
conventions relating to foreign trade. It also provides information on state, market and 
customs-related matters. 

The Europa-Newsletter contains news about EU funding programs and provides information 
on events, cooperative activities, EU Commission initiatives and the EU domestic market. It is 
generated jointly by our partners at the Enterprise Europe Network Berlin-Brandenburg under 
the guidance of Berlin Partner.

Service Packages for Investors
Our service packages provide valuable support in each phase of your business  
investment project. All packages can be used separately or in combination with  
others. In each individual case, the team at Berlin Partner will bring together  
the best that Berlin can offer:

Berlin Partner: We enable growth
> Business Location Center Berlin-Brandenburg
> Berlin Business Welcome Package
> Berlin Business Financing Package
> Berlin Business Locating Package
> Berlin Business Recruiting Package

www.berlin-partner.de/servicepackages

Service Packages
for Investors in Berlin



Located at the very heart of Europe, the German capital region is a unique place to  
do business: Berlin offers a number of strategic opportunities, including affordable  
real estate even in the best downtown locations, a skilled workforce, a diverse R&D 
environment and a state-of-the-art infrastructure. Berlin’s cultural offerings, sports  
and recreational opportunities and its waterways and green spaces exert a magnetic  
pull on young and creative professionals as well as on leading decision-makers at global 
companies and their families. Among Berlin’s 3.4 million inhabitants are individuals  
from over 180 nations. 

Your Gain: Custom-Made Solutions 
Are you looking to invest in Berlin? Are you already active in Berlin and require support? 
With our new business service, we provide you with active development support from one 
convenient source: professional, quick, with no red tape and free of charge!

• Facts and figures on the business region 
• Information on subsidies and financing opportunities
• Location scouting and assistance in finding commercial space
• Support in the recruiting of qualified employees and management staff
• Assistance in administrative matters including permission permits, etc. 
• Top contacts to partners, companies and organizations 
• Information on technology and innovation transfer 
• Support in securing your location
• �Strong network with service partners at borough administrations, senate administrative 

offices, chambers of commerce, banks and associations 

Are you interested in accessing new markets for your company in the fields of expertise 
upon which Berlin is concentrating? Berlin Partner can help with attractive services:

• Advisory services in matters relating to foreign trade
• �EU-related services as members of the Enterprise Europe Network Berlin-Brandenburg and 

via Berlin Partner Brussels, the representative offices of the Berlin business community in 
the EU capital

• Strategic contacts to cooperation partners
• Business trips
• Organization of joint trade fair appearances

Are you interested in working together to promote Berlin as a leading business location? 
We invite you to become a Berlin Partner member company and profit from our strong 
business network: 

• �B2B platform with roughly 200 Berlin Partner member companies and access to  
regional networks 

• Contacts to decision-makers in politics, business and science 
• Invitations to exclusive events 
• Involvement in Berlin Partner communications 

Your Focus: Berlin’s Fields of Expertise 
Services 
Advertising // Shared Service Centers // Tourism Industry // Management Consulting
Associations // Financial Services // Call Centers

Industry, Mobility & Clean Technologies 
Aerospace // Automotive // Railway Technology // Chemicals & Plastics 
Nutrition & Food Industry // High Tech Manufacturing // Logistics & Telematics 
Optical Technologies // Solar Industry

Life Sciences 
Biotechnology // Pharmaceuticals // Healthcare Industry // Medical Technology 

Media/IT/Creative Industries 
Film, TV & Radio // Information & Communication Technology // Fashion // Music 
Print Media & Publishing

Your Success: Our Services 
Business Location Center
The Business Location Center (BLC) provides all relevant and up-to-date business information 
about the city from one convenient source. At the BLC, you can access everything you need  
to know, including industry data, real estate offerings, geodata, information on subsidy 
programs and labor markets. With the help of Google Earth technology, Berlin is also availa-
ble online as a virtual 3D city model. In addition to our online offerings, we also offer exclu-
sive custom-made Berlin presentations at our Showroom at the Ludwig Erhard Haus, where 
we can also answer any questions you might have about Berlin in one-on-one meetings. At 
the BLC, you also have access to the Real Estate Portal with information on available real 
estate, and our virtual 3D model allows you to “visit” these locations immediately. An area 
atlas with infrastructure and urban-planning data, as well as a job portal for professionals 
and management staff, round out the comprehensive pool of information.

www.businesslocationcenter.de 

Your Location: Berlin

Your Advantage:  
Strong Business Development Support 

We work enthusiastically on your behalf because we are convinced that Berlin is a great place 
to live, work and do business. Berlin Partner offers business development services and 
location marketing from one convenient source under the motto “We enable growth.” As a 
public-private partnership with an efficient structure and a strong network of private partner 
companies, we are able to act in a flexible and service-oriented manner. Our structure allows 
us to provide quick and non-bureaucratic assistance in all business development phases. We 
support investors interested in setting up operations here – as well as companies already 
active in the city – and also provide advice in accessing new markets. We are convinced that 
strong networks are one of the keys to business success. Together with our roughly 200 Berlin 
Partner member companies drawn from business and science, our staff works tirelessly to 
strengthen Berlin and its image both at home and abroad.

The key to our success is based on three factors:
• We represent a strong network of partners.
• We are active across many fields and disciplines.
• Marketing is an integral part of our work.

We are committed to meeting the needs of our clients. We accompany companies in each step 
of their growth. From research and development for a new product all the way to market 
research, business plans, financing, funding, location scouting, personnel recruiting and the 
accessing of new international markets – in all phases, you can rely on Berlin Partner to offer 
custom-made services and packages. 

Your Network: Berlin Partner
We offer you our services as a privately organized company: roughly 55 percent of our 
corporate share is held by private business. The majority of members on our Supervisory 
Board represent private companies. This structure allows us to take an entrepreneurial 
approach, to react flexibly to markets and to provide the tailor-made support that you need 
to be successful in Berlin. More and more companies are seeing the advantages of this model: 
roughly 200 Berlin Partner member companies are currently active in this public-private 
partnership and work together to promote capital city marketing, which allows them to 
directly influence Berlin’s economic development. More than 25 science institutes and a 
number of important associations and foundations support the work of our company, which 
reflects to this day a unique and groundbreaking partnership in Germany. 

Powerful Partners
for a prosperous Berlin
Berlin Partner GmbH |  Partner für Berlin Holding

Berlin Partner GmbH
Ludwig Erhard Haus 
Fasanenstrasse 85 
10623 Berlin 

Managing Director: René Gurka
Chairman of the Supervisory 
Board: Harald Wolf, Senator for 
Economics, Technology, and 
Women’s Issues

info@berlin-partner.de
www.berlin-partner.de
www.businesslocationcenter.de
 
Tel  + 49 (0)30 39980 -0 
Fax + 49 (0)30 39980 -239

Berlin Partner GmbH 
We enable growth 
You want to locate in Berlin?
Become a Berlin-Partner and profit from a strong business network:
 B2B Platform with approximately 180 Berlin-Partners and access to a regional network>
 Contact to decision makers in policy, economics and sciences>
 Invitations to exclusive events>
 Incorporated into the communication network of Berlin Partner>

You are an investor who would like to settle in Berlin and grow?
Berlin Partner can support you in a professional, non-bureaucratic, quick and  
complimentary manner:
 Facts and figures about the economic region >
 Information on funding and financing opportunities>
 Location consulting and assistance in the search for commercial real estate>
 Contact to public authorities, banks, chambers of commerce, associations and networks>
 Assistance with training and qualification of professionals>
 Support with authorities and approval processes>
 Information about technology and innovation >
 Support for a business location>

Are you a Berlin based company and want to tap into new markets?
Berlin Partner will assist you with the following services:
 Advice on foreign trade>
  European service through the Enterprise Europe Network (EEN) and the  >
Berlin-Brandenburg Economic Representative Office in Brussels
 Acquisition of cooperation partners>
 Implementation of business trips>
 Organization of joint tradeshow presentation >

the place to be

for clean technologies.

Berlin Solar Atlas
500,000 roofs
maximizing energy
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Cover: Flexible thin film solar cells based on a copper indium 

gallium diselenide absorber on titanium film developed for use in 

space at the Hahn Meitner Institute in Berlin (today the Helmholtz 

Center Berlin) 
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     Top Specialists and Management Staff 
Among the many strategic advantages of doing business in Berlin-Branden-

burg are a highly motivated and qualified workforce, a favorable cost-benefit 

ratio and more flexible work hours than in other locations. Managers from all 

over the world are eager to live and work in the attractive capital region, and 

investors and entrepreneurs are able to find the expert personnel they need 

here very quickly. The region’s two business development agencies, Berlin 

Partner and the ZAB Brandenburg Economic Development Board, offer special 

service packages designed to aid in the recruitment and training of manage-

ment and other expert staff. The region also provides a wide variety of training 

opportunities at specialized educational institutes.

     Leading Research and Education 
Berlin-Brandenburg has one of the most concentrated research and educatio-

nal networks in Europe, including 44 university-level institutions with over 

57,000 students in the technical and applied sciences, more than 100 public 

and private institutes and 23 technology centers. Solar technology is being 

developed at no less than seven university-level colleges and eleven institutes 

in Berlin and Brandenburg. The region also has several centers of expertise 

and many strategic research networks that connect universities, colleges, R&D 

institutes and technological partners. They come together to make Berlin-

Brandenburg one of the world’s leading regions for solar energy research.

     Modern Infrastructure, Affordable Costs 
The German capital region offers attractive conditions for investors in the solar 

industry. Over the course of the past twenty years, the region’s technical 

infrastructure has been entirely modernized and brought up to state-of-the-art 

standards. Office rental and property rates are significantly lower than those in 

other European metropolitan regions. Berlin-Brandenburg also provides 

optimal access to all trans-European traffic networks. The Berlin Brandenburg 

Airport is the largest new airport project in Europe and will begin operation in 

2011, thus even further enhancing the region’s international accessibility. 

Berlin-Brandenburg leads Germany with a concentration of five freight-traffic 

and logistics centers and approximately 100 large logistics companies.

      Leading Solar Technology »Made in Germany« 
The German solar industry continues to act as a major engine in the global 

solar sector. Germany boasts the world’s largest photovoltaic market: In 2009, 

solar systems with a capacity of 3,811 Megawattpeak (MWp) were installed 

throughout the country. German solar companies profit from their technological 

prominence as well as from the EEG Renewable Energy Law. Over one-quar-

ter of all solar cells installed worldwide come from German manufacturers.

Experts predict an annual growth of up to 20 percent for the photovoltaic 

industry (Sarasin Study, November 2009). Also benefiting the solar industry 

boom are cost reductions and yield optimizations in all stages of the value 

chain as well as the rapid development of PV technology and rising prices for 

fossil fuels.

The Solar Industry in Berlin-Brandenburg 
Ideal Conditions for Innovation & Success 

The Berlin-Brandenburg Capital Region
Facts, Services, Strategic Business Advantages 

     More for Your Investment  

Berlin-Brandenburg offers investors the best financial support available in Europe. Invest-

ment subsidies are granted in the form of direct payments. The support programs created 

for these measures combine funds from the EU, the German federal government and the 

states of Berlin and Brandenburg. Large companies in the capital region can receive 

investment subsidies of up to 30 percent, while medium-size companies receive up to 40 

percent and small companies up to 50 percent. 

     High Quality of Living  

The region combines the international flair of the Berlin metropolis with the charming 

countryside and historical treasures of the state of Brandenburg. The capital region also  

has a vibrant club scene, a long list of major cultural events, more than 170 museums,  

150 stages and 500 palaces, churches and parks. Recreational activities such as golf, 

horseback riding, water sports and aviation are just some of the wide variety of activities  

to choose from. The overall cost of living, working and commuting is significantly lower  

than in other metropolitan regions. 

     Investing Made Easy  

The capital region’s two business development agencies, Berlin Partner GmbH and the ZAB 

Brandenburg Economic Development Board, provide comprehensive support during the 

setting-up of your company’s operations in the region: professional, quick, with no red tape, 

free of charge and confidential. 

— Business Info: Facts and figures on the Berlin-Brandenburg business region

— Personnel: Support in recruiting and training new staff

— Real Estate: Assistance in locating property for sale or rent

— Financing: Guidance on subsidy and financing opportunities

— Contacts  to government agencies, banks, chambers of commerce, associations and 

business networks

Berlin-Brandenburg – An attractive location

1  Metropolis Berlin: Potsdamer Platz

2  Capital City: The Federal Chancellery

3  World Heritage Site: Fürst Pückler Park

4  State of Brandenburg: Innovative and a great place to live

Brandenburg Economic  
Development Board  
Business Unit Industry
Steinstraße 104 – 106 | 14480 Potsdam 
Telefon +49 331 660-3151 | Fax -3235 
energie@zab-brandenburg.de 
www.brandenburg-invest.com 

Berlin Partner GmbH
Business Unit Manufacturing Industries, 
Mobility, Clean Technologies 
Ludwig Erhard Haus 
Fasanenstraße 85 | 10623 Berlin
Tel +49 30 39980-0 | Fax -239
info@berlin-partner.de
www.berlin-partner.de

www.businesslocationcenter.de/solar
www.brandenburg-invest.com/cleantech
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Solar Industry 
in the Berlin-Brandenburg Capital Region
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First Solar employs a staff of over 500 at its Frankfurt (Oder) 

location.

Research into thin film solar cells at the Helmholtz Center Berlin 

for Materials and Energy.
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Source: EurObserv’ER 2010 
*Estimate  

Germany will continue to be an industry leader 
New PV output in Megawattpeak (MWp)

Germany 
1,841.000

Spain 
2,687.225

Germany 
3,811.300

Italy 574.100
Czech Republic 411.227

Belgium 292.100
France 185.447

Spain 99.011
Remaining EU 111.958

Remaining EU 79.529
Czech Republic 49.213

Belgium 49.399
France 56.662

Italy 338.100

2008
Total EU 27  
5,074.128

2009*
Total EU 27  
5,485.143

Berlin.
A vibrant mix 
of H2O, chlorophyll
and adrenaline.

the place to be

for life sciences.
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Berlin. 
Capital of creativity,
innovative thinking
and great careers.

the place to be

for creativity.
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The fastest road 
to success 
from A to Berlin.

the place to be

for mobility.
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Berlin. Setting a 
high-speed course 
for the future.

the place to be

for railway technologies.
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Berlin Partner Brussels  
Berlin Business Representation

Berlin Partner GmbH
Ludwig Erhard Haus | Fasanenstrasse 85 | D-10623 Berlin  
Tel +49 30 399 80-0 | Fax -239
info@berlin-partner.de | www.berlin-partner.de 

Berlin Partner Brussels 
Square Ambiorix 13
B-1000 Brussels

Tel +32 228 65-170 
Fax +32 228 65-179

Joern.Exner@ 
berlin-partner.de  
Peter.Siebert@ 
berlin-partner.de

Your contact in BrusselsEnterprise Europe Network (EEN)

 > Berlin Partner presents the complete European service package 
in cooperation with Berlin Partner Brussels and the EEN.

 > The EEN Berlin-Brandenburg provides information and advice 
on innovation-orientated developments, initiatives and 
programmes supported by the European Union in Berlin.

 > Special assistance is available to small and medium-sized 
enterprises in search of business and technology partners.

 > 15 Europe experts in the four participating EEN Berlin-
Brandenburg institutions have close ties to colleagues from  
all over Europe.

 > They offer your company the full range of European business 
services integrated into the EEN consortium and are your  
point of contact.

Ru
e 

Ar
ch

im
èd

e

Av. M
ichel Ange

Rue Fra
nklin

Rue Stevin

Rue     Stevin

Rue de la Loi Avenue de Corte
nbergh

Square 
Ambiorix

Av. 
 Palmerston

Rue Ch. M
arte

l

Ru
e 

Bo
du

og
na

t
Ru

e 
Sa

in
t-

Qu
en

tin

 Square
Marguerite

Rue des Eburons

Rue J. II

Rue  du Taciturne

Chaussée d‘Etterbeek

Av
en

ue

Square 
Marie-Louise

Rond-Point
R. Schuman

Gare
Bruxelles-
Schuman

Bd
 C

ha
rle

m
ag

ne

Bd
 Ch

ar
lem

ag
ne

Rue le       Corrège
Rue Véronèse

Ru
e 

Br
ey

de
l

Ru
e 

Fr
oi

ss
ar

t

Av
. d

e 
la

 
Jo

ye
us

e 
En

tr
ée

Tunnel

 la Verveine
Rue de

Tunnel

Bélliard

R. Van 

Maerla
nt

Chaussée d‘Etterbeek

Rue de
 Pavie

Boulevard
Clovis

   A
v. 

de
 la

 
Br

ab
an

ço
nn

e
Ru

e 
va

n 
Ca

m
pe

nh
ou

t Confédérés
Rue duTocsin

Rue des
Patriotes

Rue du
 Cardinal

R.
 Ja

nn
ev

al

Schuman

Av. d‘Auderghem

Li
vi

ng
st

on
e

M
M

Berlin Business Representation

Design & production: 
Runze & Casper Werbeagentur GmbH

Printing: Druckerei Conrad

Photos: “Atomium”: Digitalstock/CUiNZ; “Flags”: Berlin Partner; “Consultation”: fotolia/endostock; 
“Brandenburg Gate”: Representation of the European Commission, Berlin; “Business Representation”: 
Berlin Partner/Reiner Freese; “Sitemap”: Runze & Casper Werbeagentur GmbH

© 07 / 2010 English edition


