
 

Chair of the Supervisory Board: Carsten Jung | Managing Director: Dr. Stefan Franzke 

Deutsche Bank | SWIFT-BIC. DEUTDEDB110 | IBAN DE71 1007 0848 0526 8487 02  |  Berliner Sparkasse | SWIFT-BIC. BELADEBEXXX | IBAN DE36 1005 0000 6600 0088 04 

Commercial register: District Court Charlottenburg HRB 13072 | VAT ID. DE 136629780 | Tax Number 27/002/33580  

 

 

Page 1 of 2 

 

PRESS RELEASE  
 

                                                                                                     Berlin, 30 June 2025 

 

 

Innovation competition for digital solutions in public administration 

 

Berlin launches the “City Challenge” for the 

first time  
 

The Berlin Senate Chancellery is initiating a “City Challenge” for the first time – a pilot project to develop 

and test digital solutions for the Berlin administration. The aim is to work with startups, small and medium-

sized enterprises (SMEs) and scientific and research institutions to find innovative ways to create a mod-

ern, efficient and citizen-centred administration. 

As part of an innovation competition, creative people are invited to submit specific proposals for solu-

tions to two challenges facing Berlin’s administration: “Digital tender preparation” on the one hand and 

“Digital hall book for sports facility management and allocation” on the other. 

 

The best ideas will be implemented as pilot projects in close cooperation with the responsible authorities. 

 

Martina Klement, State Secretary for Digitalisation and Administrative Modernisation and Chief Digital 

Officer (CDO) of the State of Berlin: “We want to drive forward Berlin’s digital transformation: The “City 

Challenge” is part of Berlin’s smart city strategy “Gemeinsam Digital: Berlin” (GD:B), with which we are 

strengthening cooperation between administration, business, science and civil society. The Smart City 

Unit of Berlin Partner für Wirtschaft und Technologie GmbH initiated the competition and is implementing 

it together with the Senate Chancellery. Our goal is to become the No. 1 innovation location in Europe.” 
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Dr. Stefan Franzke, Managing Director of Berlin Partner: “Berlin is a capital of innovation and a startup 

metropolis. Nowhere else do so many creative minds, courageous founders and innovative companies 

meet such an open urban society. With the City Challenge, we are creating precisely the space that is 

needed not only to think up ideas, but to put them directly into practice. A pilot project with the State of 

Berlin is a real springboard for startups – and a strong signal from the administration to the market. Berlin 

Partner’s Smart City Unit launched this competition to bring Berlins startup agenda to life – and to lead 

the administration and economy together into the digital future.”   

Interested parties can submit their solution ideas by 27 July 2025. The jury will award the three best sub-

missions with 1,000 Euro each. The winning teams will have the opportunity to develop their concepts fur-

ther. The two winning solutions will then be implemented as pilot projects together with the respective ad-

ministrations. The Senate Chancellery is providing 25,000 Euro each for this purpose. 

Further information on participation can be found at: Smart City Berlin - Detail Challenges 

 

 

 

Berlin Partner für Wirtschaft und Technologie – We work for innovation and growth! 

The business development agency Berlin Partner für Wirtschaft und Technologie is Berlin’s service provider for growth and innovation. Berlin 

Partner supports companies and investors in their move to Berlin and in their development in this city. Berlin Partner’s experts provide information 

on financing options, advise on finding suitable premises or qualified personnel and help build networks with partners from the world of science. 

The State of Berlin and more than 250 companies that are committed to promoting their city stand behind Berlin Partner für Wirtschaft und Tech-

nologie as a public-private partnership. Berlin Partner is also responsible for marketing the German capital worldwide. www.berlin-partner.de  
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